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complete alienation of mind and separation of
interests between ourselves and the natives; the
other in a permanent alliance, founded on mutual
benefit and good-will.

The only means at our disposal for preventing
the one and securing the other class of results is,
to set the natives on a process of European im-
provement, to which they are already sufficiently
inclined. They will then cease to desire and aim
at independence on the old Indian footing. A
sudden change will then be impossible;and along
continuance of our present connection with India
will even be assured to us. A Mahratta or
Mahommedan despotism might be re-established
in a month; but a century would scarcely suffice
to prepare the people for self-government on the
European model. The political education of a
nation must be a work of time; and while it is in
progress, we shall be as safe as it will be possible
for us to be. The natives will not rise against us,
because we shall stoop to raise them: there will be
no reaction, because there will be no pressure: the
national activity will be fully and harmlessly em-
ployed in acquiring and diffosing European know-
ledge, and iu naturalising European institutions.
The educated classes, knowing that the elevation
of their country on these principles can only be
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